Juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula and diverticula of the colon: is there a general "gastrointestinal diverticular disease"?
Both juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula and colon diverticula are acquired lesions, the pathogenesis of which is believed to involve the influence of high intraluminal pressure on loci minoris resistentiae in the gastrointestinal wall. We wanted to investigate whether juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula and colon diverticula occur independently, or whether they are part of a hypothetical general "gastrointestinal diverticular disease". 239 patients with juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula were identified in 2231 patients undergoing ERCP. Complete radiology data were available in 119/239 patients. Double contrast barium enema had been performed in 28/119 patients. In these patients, colon diverticula were present in 9/20 women and 1/8 men. The frequency of colon diverticula in these patients was compared with randomly chosen age- and sex-matched controls, for whom barium enema results were available. In these controls, 9/20 women and 1/8 men also had colon diverticula (n.s.). We conclude that after stratification for age and sex, the occurrence of colon diverticula is not higher in patients with juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula than in the general population. Juxtapapillary duodenal diverticula and colon diverticula thus occur independently. These data are not in favor of the existence of a general gastrointestinal diverticular disease.